
 

No Greater Love 
By: Sandi Woodford 

 

“There’s no greater love than to lay down one’s life for 

one’s friend.” John   15:13 NLT 

 

I wonder: is there any greater joy than to have the 

opportunity to serve our Lord in the instruction of His 

children in the midst of His marvelous creation--the Blue 

Ridge Mountains--I think not!   Our challenge was making 

the theme of “no greater love” real in the day-to-day lives 

of our kids.  Pray that the seeds we planted may be 

watered and flourish! 

 

The camp base was held once again at Tom and Bonnie 

Nusbaum’s cabin just outside of Luray, with 15 campers, 3 

counselors, 7 full time staff as well as daily volunteers in 

attendance.  Hats off to Tom and Bonnie for making their 

home our camp home for the week! 

 

Each camp day followed a rotation of Bible/games/crafts 

and one outside activity.  We were blessed this year to 

have Alex Lim run two archery sessions as well as to bring 

his VERY LARGE telescope for star gazing.  

  

Our first outside activity included a canoe trip down the 

Shenandoah River where an impending storm forced us to 

temporarily abandon the river for refuge in a nearby barn 

which to the kids delight was already occupied with eight 

horses.  They turned out to be Dan Duis horses in nature 

and were a wonderful side bar to our river outing. 

 

Our second outing was hiking to the Hawksbill Overlook, 

(the highest point on Skyline Drive).  God impressed us all 

with a panoramic view of His creation!  The glory of it all… 

 

A trip to the local Luray zoo was a pleasant excursion as 

well as swimming in the back waters of the Shenandoah. 

 

God blessed us especially on our trip to Flotzie’s Ice 

Cream with an extraordinary rainbow; a truly moving 

spiritual time with the kids during our final worship time, 

and then topping it all off with a surprise display of His 

magnificent creation in the heavenlies prior to our final 

“lights out” of the week. 

 

We were truly blessed! 

 

 

Angela Carter, one of our Kid’s Campers, learned about team 
work, and says “It’s really good for friends to help each other 

out no matter what!” 

 
 

A group of the Kid’s Campers, staff and volunteers hike 
Hawksbill Overlook in the Shenandoah Valley 
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Spotlight On:  Children’s Ministry 

Krise Nowak 
 

Summer is here and the Children’s Ministry has been in full 

swing!  Kid’s Camp was held at the end of June and was a 
roaring success! Next up is VBS.  Investigation Destination 

will run from July 29-August 2.  The participants will work 

their way through a rotation that includes Bible teaching, 

crafts, and games.  This year we are doing something 

different and will have a mystery rotation with the 4th time 

slot.  Each day the kids will be surprised with what they will 

be doing.  Hint: prepare for bouncing, searching for clues, 

being in a movie and more!   

 

The ministry is also gearing up for our AWANA Clubs in the 

fall.  The early bird registration for Shepherd Gate 

attendees will be held immediately following church on 

August 18.  Open registration will be held the following 

Sunday, August 25 from 12:30-2:00.  Our first club meeting 

will be Sunday, September 8 from 1-2:30.  Yes, that’s right, 

we’ve changed the meeting time.  Hopefully this will provide 

some of our members who live farther away an incentive to 

participate with us.  We’d love to have you!  The kids love 

AWANA and have ample opportunity to bury God’s word 

deep in their heart. 

 

Sunday School is also right around the corner with our start 

date on September 8.  We’re planning on having three 

classes in the fall, a preschool group, an early elementary 

group for the K-2nd graders and a class for the 3rd-6th 

graders.  Because we are adding a third class, we need 

more teachers!  Training and a full curriculum with 

everything needed to run a class are provided.  Please see 

me if you feel God is laying it on your heart to teach the 

next generation about Him! 

 

What a busy time this is! Besides all of the excitement 

about the building, a new start time for AWANA and a third 

Sunday school class for our preschoolers, there is a 

change coming to the leadership as well.  I will be stepping 

down as Children’s Ministry Director as of July 31 after 

more than 3 years of service.  I am returning to the 

classroom full-time after a 7-year hiatus taken to be home 

with my son, Luke.  I will continue to run AWANA, teach 

Sunday school and help out wherever the Lord leads me.  

The ministry, however, will have some spots to fill.  A 

position is now open for a Sunday School Director.  More 

details on this position will be available soon but if you have 

questions about this opportunity, please see either Pastor 

Duis or me.  We’d be happy to answer any questions you 

have.  We would like to form a Children’s Ministry team as 

well to meet quarterly to pray, support and plan the course 

of the ministry. With all the activity going on, we look to Him 

to fill our needs, direct our course, and pick us up when we 

fall. 

 

Got Squawked?  Andrew Keener 

God moves in mysterious ways and sometimes in humorous 

ways. With the construction well underway at Shepherd Gate, 

the Rock Solid Youth leadership team met to discuss possible 

fundraiser ideas for this summer that would be able to replace 

our annual yard sale. It was at this meeting that we made a 

decision to run with Scott Lansing’s suggestion to do “the 

flamingo fundraiser.” Since then God has used this rather silly 

idea to bless us as a leadership team, the students, and 

hopefully Shepherd Gate.  

 

This fundraiser has offered us a great opportunity to get to 

know more students (especially our younger ones) and 

students whose families do not attend our church. More kids 

will be attending Messiah Teen Camp because God used 

these “squawking times” to help students feel more 

comfortable in our group, to reconnect us with those who had 

fallen off, and to have some great conversations. A couple of 

nights ago while driving some students around one of them 

asked me what I thought true love was. This was a clear cut 

opportunity to share about Jesus and the sacrificial love that 

He has for each of us which of course opened up even more 

questions and great conversation. How great is our God that 

he would use a couple of plastic lawn ornaments to open up a 

student’s heart to ask questions that would direct us to the 

truth that can only be found in Jesus! Praise the Lord!  

 

“THIS WAS A CLEAR-CUT 
OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE ABOUT 

JESUS” 
 



 

A Preview of What’s to Come 
Carly Nusbaum 

 

Last year a focus group within Shepherd Gate Church 

met to discuss possible ideas for stained glass to 

adorn the pendant window in the church sanctuary.  

Unanimously, focus group members thought a pastoral 

scene with a calm brook would be ideal.  It would 

represent a quiet resting place, where one can be 

alone with God and to think on Him and His word.  As 

Psalm 23:2 states, “He lets me rest in green meadows; 

He leads me beside peaceful streams.” (NLT) 

 

Shepherd Gate hired Lynchburg Stained Glass, a full-

service glass working studio that specializes in 

religious stained glass church windows.  The quality of 

their work appeared superior to other companies in 

many ways, and their quote-to-finished-product came 

in under our budget for the project!  Their employees 

came out to take precise measurements of the pendant 

window, which hangs about 20 – 25 feet above the 

ground.  Given the concept of “Open pastoral scene 

with lots of color,” the Lynchburg Stained Glass artists 

got to work on the design.   

 

Within a few weeks, we received the artist’s initial 

interpretation of our design request.   The focus group 

met once again to discuss some alterations to the 

design concept, such as items to include or to remove, 

color, and, most importantly, the Christ-centered theme 

of the design.  After several back-and-forths with the 

artist, the design has been fine-tuned to Shepherd 

Gate, approved, and the window is now officially in 

production!  We have been given an estimate of two 

months to completion, and eagerly anticipate this 

lovely window in our sanctuary! 

Spotlight On:  Agape Gospel 
Mission 

Rick and Donna Whitcomb 
 
  

In the first half of 2013 we baptized over 100 people at 

Agape House! The Lord is drawing many souls to 

salvation, and at a recent altar call we had over 50 

people respond to the invitation. Please pray for our 

evangelism outreach and ask the Lord to help us reach 

even more people with the Gospel in the last half of this 

year. 

  

One of the most amazing testimonies of salvation 

recently was that of a young lady from the nation of 

Senegal. Even though she came from a devout Muslim 

family, she came to Agape House one Sunday earlier 

this year upon the invitation of friends. After hearing the 

sermon, this young woman responded to the truth and 

gave her life to Jesus Christ. Since then, she has faced 

strong opposition from her family. They even made an 

attempt to force her to leave Ghana and go back to 

Senegal so that they could stop her from following the 

Lord. But she has refused to turn back and continues to 

grow in her Christian faith. 

  

For her own safety, we cannot share her name or picture. 

But we do ask you to pray for this young woman. Ask 

God to strengthen her in the faith and in her 

determination to follow the Lord. Pray that the opposition 

from her family will turn to curiosity and then spiritual 

hunger for the truth.  Pray as well for all the others in our 

churches that face persecution for their faith. Ask God to 

uphold his people with the grace and courage to remain 

faithful in spite of opposition. 

“THIS YOUNG WOMAN RESPONDED 
TO THE TRUTH AND GAVE HER LIFE 

TO JESUS CHRIST” 
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Shepherd Gate Church was founded in 1986 by the Elders of Christian Assembly Center, who had a vision for a church to 

be planted in the rapidly growing western suburbs of Washington, DC.  Pastor Dan Duis serves as Senior Pastor, with 

support from Tom Nusbaum as Administrative Pastor, Gary Woodford as Minister of Pastoral Care, and Andrew Keener 

as Youth Pastor. 

 

As a congregation of believers in Jesus Christ, Shepherd Gate Church is committed to the Great Commandment (Mark 

12:30-31) and Great Commission (Matthew 28:19-20). 
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